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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries-complete applicable sections
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1. Name
historic Davis -Rozell e Residence

and or common Mountview (Preferred)

2. Location
street & number 913 Frankl in Road ~ not for publication

city. town B ren twood RIA vicinity of-

state T enne ssee code 047 county Wi 11 iamson code 187

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
- district - public -X- occupied - agriculture - museum
-:J. bulldlng(s) -X- private - unoccupied - commercial - park
- structure - both -:-- work in progress - educational -X. private residence
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious
- object N in process -X- yes: restricted - government - scientific!£ Qeing considered -- yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation

_'no - military "- other:

4. Owner of Property

name Charles Ray Bell

street & number 913 Frankl in Road-
city, town Brentwood NIL vicinity of state Te.nnessee 37027

-

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. .Wi.11 iamson County Courthouse

street & number Courthouse -
city, town Frankl i,n state Tennessee-

6. Representation in Existing Surveys- .
Williamson County Survey:. See conti.nuation she!

title TO T u e . has this property been determined eligible? -X- yes - no

1982
date 1982 - federal ..L state - county - local,--- - - - - --- -- --

Tennessee Historical Commission, 701 Broadway

L Nashvt11e Tenne~see 37219
...~ N~~hv;ll~ state Tennessee 37203---' I
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National Register of Historic Places
Inventory-Nomination Form
Continuation sheet Mountview Item number 6 Page 2

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

DOT/FHWA requested a determination of eligibility on Mountview in 1982. The property
was determined eligible by the Keeper of the National Register on November 22,1982.
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7. Description.. Condition Check one Check one

- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered _X- original site
X- good - ruins -X- altered - moved date

- fair - unexposed

~rlbe the present and ;riginal (if known) physical appearance

Mountview, a transitional Greek Revi.val/ltalianate residence, is: lQcated on a flat $emi-
wooded lot in Brentwood, Tennessee in northern Williamson County. The two story, ell-
shaped, brick house was built in 1860. The house, which faces Franklin Road (Hi'ghway 31}
on the east, has woodland and pasture to the south and a modem subdi.vi.sion on the north
and west. A wooden board fence delineates the property's boundaries. Limestone block
piers flank the driveway entrance, and the south pier contains a stone tablet inscribed,
"Mountview. II

The three bay front least) facade of the house is dominated by a monumental canter portico.
The two story portico is composed of four square, paneled columns with Corinthian-like
capitals, a paneled parapet with a centered, shallow, triangular pediment, and paired brack
A lattice-work railing surrounds the balcony porch. The recessed entrance i:s a double leaf
four panel door, flanked by pilasters and sidelights and surmounted wi.th a four light
transom. The two top panels of the door and the top lights of the si.delights have round
arch moldings. The molded doorframe contains a carved flower on each side, level with the
door handle. The windows on the main facade are paired, dougle-hung, 4/4 sash, separated
by a decorated paneled mullion and joined by a single wood lintel.

Extending east from the northern end of the main block is a two story brick ell that
tenninates with two joined, flush, gable chimneys on the west facade. Single flush gable
chimneys are located on the north and south gable ends. The north facade of the house
contains five 6/6 double hung windows, two small 4/4 double hung windows., and a single 1ea1
entrance. The entrance is located on the west end and ,s sheltered by a porti.on of a porcr
roof that extends to the original detached kitchen. The small brick ki.tchen contains one

6/6 double hung window.
The south facade of the house contains a single 6/6 double hung window on the fi.rst story
of the original brick section of the house. A two story frame addi.tion has been added to
the west end of the house. The frame addition contains a tripartite wi.ndow l4/4, 6/6,4/4;
on the first story. There are also two small 6/6 double hung wi.ndows, one on each story.

The rear or west facade of the house is compos,ed of a variety of heights and textures. A
one and two story frame addition occupies the area formed by the ell of the 1860 bri.ck
house. The first story of the frane addition was built in 1924 and the second story in
1976. A screened-in porch extends from the frame addition to a small, shed roof, frame
addition on the original detached brick kitchen. A single leaf entrance ,~s located on the

southern end of the frame addition.
,

Mountview contains three rooms and a central hall on the first floor of the brick portion
of the house and four bedrooms on the second floor. The frame additi,on cons,sts of a
kitchen/breakfast area on the first floor and a dressi.ng room/bath. on the second floor.

The central hall contains a curving staircase that begins along the south wall. The
staircase has a tapered, octagon-shaped, newel post, turned ba1us.ters, and decorati.ve
scroll work applied to the sides of the stairs. A rear entrance of double leaf French
doors is located on the west wall under the stairs. Four doors lead from the central hall
into adjoining rooms. The doors all have shouldered architrave surrounds, deep paneled
reveals, and paired French doors. The French doors probably date from the 1924 alteration'

.t.
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On the south side of the central hall is the current dining room. The fireplace, located
on the south wall, has a brick surround and a shouldered architrave mantel. On the west
wall of the dining room is a second doorway. The entrance has paired French doors,
surmounted by a seven light transom and flanked by four light sidelights. This doorway
may have originally been an exterior entrance, prior to the construction of the frame
addition.

There are four bedrooms on the second floor, three of which are directly over the
downstairs rooms. All three of these rooms contain identical fireplaces with plain
pi.laster and entablature mantels. The fourth bedroom is located on the east side of the
large landing hall and contains the two-leaf, French door entrance to the portico.s balcony.
A large bathroom was added between the two bedrooms on the north side in 1924. A modern
dressing room/bath was added in 1976 in a frame addition off the south bedroom.

Although changes have been made to the interior of Mountview, the house retains much of its
ori,ginal integrity with its wide board floors, deep baseboards, fireplaces, and wood trim.
The majority of changes that have occurred to Mountview were in 1924 and have since gained
significance on their own accord.

Directly behind the southwest corner of the house is a narrow, two-story, brick smokehouse
on a limestone foundation. .The smokehouse, contempory with the house, has a gable roof
with a simple boxed cornice. A single leaf door and small window are located on the east
side of the building.

South of the house are two small frame outbuildings dating from the turn of the century.
One is a narrow, one and a.half story shed with a gable roof. The raking eaves of the
building are trimmed with pierced bargeboard in a modified fleur-de-lis pattern. A single
leaf entrance and a four light window are located on the west gable end. The east end
contains two openings filled with lattice-work. The second frame outbuilding is a one
story garage and shed structure located west of the frame shed. This simple frame buildin~
has decorative bargebroard along the east gable end.

I
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below "

- prehistoric --- archeology-prehistoric - - community planning --- landscape architecture_- religion
- 1400-1499 -- archeology-historic. --- conservation -- law - science
- 1500-1599 -- agriculture -- economics Iiterature -- sculpture
- 1600-1699 _-X. architecture -- education -- military - social/
- 1700-1799 -~ art engineering - music humanitarian
L 1800-1899 ..- commerce --- exploration/settlement -- philosophy - theater
L 1900- -- communications industry -- politics/government - transportation

--- invention - other (specify)

Specific dates 1860. 1924 Builder/Architect Un known

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

Mountview is being nominated under National Register criterion C for its archi~e~tural
significance to Brentwood, Williamson County, Tennessee. The two story, transltlona1,
Greek Revtval/Ita1ianate house ~as builtin 1860 by Willi.am A. lBuck) and Judith Robertson
Owen Davis.

., I

Mountview is an excellent example of the transition from the formal Greek Revival style
to the hi.gh1y decorated ltali.anate style. The formal symmetry of the central hall plan
house and the monumental center porti.co, composed of classi.cal elements, show the
styl isti.c elements of the Greek Revival peri.od. The bracketed cornice, t~e paired wi:n~ows,
th.e embell ishment of decorati.on of the wood surfaces, and the arched mol dlngs of the slde-
light windows and upper door panels reflect the Italianate details added to the Greek

'!Revival form house. I

In 1865, Davis s.ol d the house to Ashley Bascom Rozelle, a retired Methodist m,inister who
reportedly stopped overnight on his way to purchase property in Frankli.n and, instead,
bought the Davis property. The Rozelle family continued to live in the house until it was
sold at auction to Charles P. Wilson in 1924. The Wilson family was responsible for many
of the modern (1924) changes to the house, including the addition of the bathrooms, the
rear frame addition, and the screened-in rear porch that connects the house to the original
detached kitchen.

Although there have been alterations and additions to the house, they are, for the most
part, J1)inor changes that have acqui.red their own significance. The additions to the house
have occurred at the rear and are of frame construction, easily distinguishable from the
original bri.ck structure. Even the original detached kitchen remains, in a sense, detached
from the house, due to the openness of the screened-in porch.

The property i.ncl udes three outbui.l di ngs, two contributing and one non-contri buting.
The brick smokehouse and frame shed contri.bute to the property, while the frame garage/shed
is non-contributing.

I
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9. Major Bibliographical References
-

Bo\'lffian, Virginia McDaniel. Historic Williamson Count: Old Homes. and Site.s,. Nas.b.y\11e.:Blue and Gray, 1974. . .

Little, Vance. Historic Brentwood. Brentwood, TN: J.M. Publtcati.ons., 1985.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated proper1y S acres
Quadrangle name Oak Hi 11, Tennessee 308SE Quadrangle scale 1: 24000
UT M References

A LlL§J ISI1t8L1.JQJQj 131918 ,4 ~E IQJ B W I I I l1-LJ I I I I u~1J
Zone Eastlng Nor1hlng Zone Easting Nor1hing

c~IIII_LI_JIII,1111 oLLJllluJJIIIIL_I-LJ
E LLJ I I ,L .LJ.J I I I IL. .uJ F l.1j I I IL J-J-J I I I fl. J-!.J
GLLJII,L.J-J.JI,IILuJ Hl.1jIIILJ_ljlll.1111 --
Verbal boundary description and justification The boundary follows the e.xi.~ti,ng property 1i.nes as
shown on the enclosed map, less a 17 foot wi.de stri.p of land extendi.ng 368 feet along
Frankl in Road. Thi.~ i,ncl udes suffi.cient property to protect the histori,ca 1 integri ~y of the
house.
Llat all at.tes and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/ A code N/ A county N/ A code N/ A

'N/A N/A N/A N/Astate code county code

11. Form ~repared By
Janice Nolan, Staff Historian

name/title Elizabeth A. Straw. Historic Preservation Speci.a..1ist
, Tennessee Department of Transportation

organization Tennessee Historical Conmission date July 1 986 -
SOS Deaderick Street l61S)741-S363 ,

street & number 701 Broadway ~ telephone (61S) 742-6722 !', - ,

Nashvi.11e Tennessee 37203
city or town Nashvi 11 e state Tennessee 37219

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this proper1y within the state Is:

X- national -- state' - local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National HistorIc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this proper1y for inclusion In the National Register and cer1ify that It has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set for1h by the National Park. Service.

SJl~~~rlc Preservation Officer signature
.

t~~ Executive Director. Tennessee Historical Commission date-
For NPS U 56 only

I hereby certify that this property Is Included In the National Register .'

date

Keeper ~ the Natkx\al Register
- . .::~ ~ ..
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Mounrvicw -
It is hard to believe that Mountview, situated on Franklin Road, \vas completed

and sold by its builder within four years of its completion. The builder was William
P. Davis, long-tjme Brent\\'ood resident. His wife \\raS Judith Robel-tson O\\'en, the
daughter of E\'erett O\\'en, \\rho lived in a fine brick house nearby. Mountvie\\r \vas
begun and completed in troubled times: it was finished in 1861 after the War
Bet\veen the States had begun, and was s01d shortly after the war was over.

Mountvie\v's st)'le is starldy Greek Revival, VI,ith tall trim columns heavily
moulded -along the roof line. On the interior, the VI,ide entrance hall is flanked by
large parlors and a circular staircase. The baseboards are deep, and the ceilings
are eleven feet high \\'ith handsome mouldings and deep door frames.

r-' ,,((While spcnding the evening at Mountview, Ashley B. Rozell, a Methodist
, ; minister, bought the place."

In the fall of 1865, a lone horseman rode up to the door of Mountvie\\r and asked
for lodging for th~ evening. The stranger \..'as Ashley B. Rozell, a Methodist

! minister, 1arge 1and owner, 2nd successful businessman. He VI'as on his VI'ay to
Franklin to buy 2.1 estate there. During th.e course of the evening, he changed his
mind and bought Mountview instead. Thus, the Rozell family became Brentv.'ood -"""",..".,,.,,",
residents, and remained so for o\'er 60 years. They \..'ere prominent people, and

active in 10cal affairs.
Ashle)' Rozell, \\rho ,,,'as of French Huguenot descent, was ordained as a

Methodist minister in 1822 and served various churches in the Tennessee
Conference until he retired from the ministr}' in 1833. His father S010mon Rozell
\'.'as a pioneer in West Tennessee and Memphis and became a ",'ealthy lando""ner '.;'j'tf,.

there.
Although Ash1ey B. Rozell had retired from the ministr}', he never lost his

interest either in religion or in the Methodist Church. He VI'as instrumental in the
founding of the Brent\\'ood United Methodist Church, and contributed generously
to the building fund of its structure on Church Street t~at \vas comp1eted in 1886.
Reports are that t11e church at one time \vas named for Ash1ey B. Rozell.

Ashley Rozell died in 1886, a man of considerable wealth. He OVl'ned 1,640 acres
in Arkansas, several10ts in Memphis and a 1arge tract in Texas in addition to his
Brent\\'ood holdings. Mountview remained in the Rozell famil)' unti1 it was sold to
Charles P. Wilson in 1925.

The Wi1sons made impro\'ements for the sake of convenience. installing baths
and bui1ding a screened porch to connect the house with the detached kitchen.
They also added a back staircase so that the upstairs traffic would not be limited tothe front \\'inding staircase. .

Mr. \,Tilson was for a long time Magistrate to the Quarterly Court of Williamson
Count)'. His heirs sold the property to Ra)' Bell in 1980.

\'
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MOUNTVIEW

-Williams Davis's (builder of Mountview) family lived in Carondelet; moved back to
Carondelet after he sold Mountview; married to Judith Robertson Owen whose family
owned Cloverland (Brentmeade); son, Tom Davis, became a doctor

-Davis's wife was an Owen who owned Cloverland (Brentmeade); family also owned
Maplelawn, which was identical to Cloverland, on Moores Lane; Primm home, and
Forge Seat; Gasser (cousin to Purity milk people) family bought Cloverland; Gassers
sold to Brentmeade; Dorothy Gasser married Primm;

-Rozell bought Mountview from Davis; decedent lives on Belle Meade Boulevard

-CoP 0 Wilson bought home from Rozells; Pat Wilson (son) married Ann Potter (whose
father, Justine Potter, owned coal mines in Kentucky; whose only sister married Minefee
on Holly Tree Gap)

-Ed Potter (Justine's brother) founded Commerce Union Bank; owned Oak Hall for
years; sold to Stubblefields; leased Maryland Farms to train thoroughbreds; married
Bertha Herbert and lived at Treemont; second wife was Catherine Tyne (National Life
family)

-Fletcher Wilson (another CoP 0 Wilson son) lived at Mountview after his father; daughter
is Ann Fletcher Wilson who married Bill Cherry

l\flSCELLANEOUS

James Crockett (park land) married Catherine Walker Bell whose family lived where
Chenoweth is; John Bell who ran for President against Abraham Lincoln was also from
this family

Gassers later bought land from Bells

. J
i"J:l ~f .
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MOUNTVIEW
Mountview boasts neat trim lines and tall white columns. It

is located on the West Side of Highway 31, some two miles south of
Brentwood. The columns' are handhewn and the porches are floored
with cedar. This nine room brick house was built by William A.
(Buck) Davis and was completed during the early years of the civil
War. In the fall of 1865, a traveler stopped to spend the night
at the Davis home. He was Ashley Rozelle, Sr., and he was on his
way to Franklin to buy an estate; but before he left the next
morning he had bought Mountview instead! To this tract of 343
acres he later added 82 acres to the north, bought from the widow
of Thomas P. Moulton.

Ashley Rozelle was born in North Carolina in 1802 and came to
Brentwood from Smyrna, TN. He became a minister in the Methodist
Church in 1825 and was widely known circuit rider in Middle
Tennessee. After his retirement from the ministry, his keen
interest in religious matters continued and he was active in the
young Brentwood church. Mr. Rozelle was married three times, first
to Margaret Ralston, then to Henrietta Burnette Nelson and then to
Martha Ann Chambers. There were no children of the first marriage;
there were five by the second: Mary, Logan, Ruford, Martha and
Ashley, Jr. and four by the third marriage, William, Henrietta,
Lockey and Lizzie.

The story is told that when his daughter, Lockey, was 16 she
went out as usual to bring up the cows for milking; however, on
this evening she wore her "Sunday" dress under her every day one
and eloped with William N. Murray, a neighborhood farmer. Four
eight years her father refused to forgive her for this marriage and
when they did meet again his greeting was, "Well Lockey, it sure
took you a long time to bring up the cows!" His forgiveness must
have been quite complete, for at his death the Moulton farm went
to Lockey and her husband, where they remained during their
lifetime, sturdy members of the community. A daughter, Nell,
married D.C. Bowman and they were the parents of Dr. Dunklin C.
Bowman, Nashville dentist.

At Mr. Rozelle's death in 1886, Mountview went to his son
Ashley, Jr., who had married Emma Sangster. They had eight
children. Two of the sons, Marvin and Leslie, made it their home
until 1924, when it was bought at an auction by Mr. and Mrs. C.P.
Wilson, Sr. (he of Fletcher-Wilson coffee Company) who still live
there. Their sons, Charles P. Wilson, Jr. and David K. Wilson are
prominent Nashville business men. A third son, Billy, died in an
automobile accident several years ago.

When quite a small boy, David was one of the lively group who
road the interurban to and from school. On the days that Porter
Epps was conductor, David joined in the fun and frolic of the
group. When "Toby" Tucker was on the run, David remained quietly
in his seat. When finally someone asked him why the difference,
he replied soberly, "I'm afraid of Toby." What a change the years
have wrought, judging from what we have read of David these days!

REFERENCES:
Rosalie C. Batson

"



MOUNTVIEW
Mountview was the last of the great plantation homes on

Franklin Road to be built before the civil War. It was built by
William A. and Judith Robertson Owen Davis. The columns rise in
trim, tall lines, characteristic of pre civil War Middle TN
plantation homes. The porches are floored with cedar. It was
built from bricks made on the place. The central hall features a
graceful circular staircase. The separate kitchen, smoke house and
other outbuildings remain intact. The home was purchased in 1865
by Ashley Rozell, a wealthy planter and Methodist minister. It
remained in that family until 1942 when it was bought and restored
by Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Wilson. It is presently owned by Ray Bell.

Brentwood Brochure
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t "'" relea~c. He then \\'ent to l:nQlan..! wherc he dJl"'! in 11.:65.
". ;; In 1948, .\1c(javock H;t~c~ -;Iccidentally discovcrcd Cap-

. ~ tain Harris's father'~ U. S. Naval officer'~ ~\\'ord, his o\\.n
"'t.'~ Conf~d~rate sword. 3nd a machete hiddcn in the attic at
~.,~ Mldwa).

. ~~~ L.iv(;5tock ~nd food ,,:,crc constantl~' .!1,'ing hiddcn a~d
'" retrlcvcd during those tlmc~ when raiding enemy partlc~

\\'ould 5\\'C'('1' down without \\'arning. Valuables were
huricd or ()therwise cleverly conccalcd. whi!,,' the meat
\\'as saved by pl3cing it under a false roof in the smoke-
h()u~..:. Trenche~ and breast\\'orks remained in the mcad()\\'s
nlong creekbanks until the golf green \\'as developed in
reccnt years Thi~ part of the spreading lawn has ne\'er
been under cultivation, having been used for over :1
hundred years as pasture !ands,

Thc beautiful family cemetery, enclosed by an iron
fence. is north of the h()u~e. Hcre Lvsander and Elizabeth
McGav()ck re~t with tht'i~ six cnildre'n-Ephraim, Cynthia.
Sally, Emil~', Hugh, an" Margaret, Here als(\ are resting
~1;~vc~c~d~:\~~, Mr. and Mr~ t.ysander H;I~':s and Mc-

i:i$;;;;J;i;C;;:;:i:~~:; '~~~ii~ ~~~a~ In 1956 the property \\.as leased by the family to the
" 1 k Brent\\"ood Countr\. Cluh. \Vitl~ its white columns gleam-Mldlcal/, b,/,lt a,s the home of ]jysanc cr McG(IVOC . . h h .' r II . d d h d .. Ing t roug a vista o. rc) log mca O\V.o; an s a e trees, It

is one of the 1110St imposing sites tC' he found in an are~,
Carnton. abounding in eie"ant ante-helium homesPart of the tract of land on which Midway was built ~ .
\\'as inherited by Elizabeth Crockett (1795-1862) \\'ho
married Lysander McGavock in the early I820s, while Mountvic'\T
some of it was bought from her brothers, Her parents,
James and Marv Drake Crockett. had come to Williamson
County when ~lembers C'[ the (~rockett family migrated 7c,F" '\,(
here f:om .\\,~.the Count~, Virginia, and settled around ~"; '\
Brent\\ood Ir. 1799, '.'- a .",.-,~~ &:M ' d b .1 ' 1847 f h fi I b d . ~ ,.~"""""',"""",',.."""~; a.

I way was UI t mater t erst lome urne. f;

Its .wall~ rose from slaver.)ad..' brick o~ a fC'undation of ~:-,;o", :_~. """" " '1"1 J~'~'~ n:I!IVe .lImestone blo~ks and other materials. salvaged from I ~ I

IIth!: ruins of the earlier hC'usc. For a long tIme two of the II I- c',Id h d h k h ',. . ' I '0 servant ouses an t c smo 'e ouse wltn It s nat - tc: tJ,:7_7; ~
stud,j.(.'d door..huge iron key, and h.ewn po~lar s:IJting trough l-cl,-'$ ~: ' Iremained bchl~d the house recalling a dIstant past. if( ':' ~t.j

A large :"prlng flowed from the southcrn sl()pe of a . 'i,';1..1
hillsitc overhung hv venerable oaks whose boughs had .._,.::~.;., --I d d h . . . I ;;;" ;;;:,~J~j):~';;;;:S 1a e t e redman long before white settlers came Wit 1 ':':'" '- - ..:\cJ~
axes, spades and ploughs to ravage the area's natural
heaulY. Its waters refreshed man and beast for countless
ye:!rs and whcn the railroad \vas being run through Brent-
\\'uod it was piped to the construction site. It ~JVe its ,~J (Iuntt:iclc, once th.:' Rnzellc place
name. "Good Springs", I,) a post office and st~,gecoach
tave:-n on the pike ncar the Little Harpeth River. The One of the beautiful ante-bellum Brentwood homes is
tavc,n was operated hy the Ormes famil~' with whom Mountvic\\. I<,cated on the west sidc of Highway 31 in
L~'sander McGavock traded I~"..d to straightcn bound"r~ spr,':.ding la\\'ns and flanked by roIling farm lands. Built
lines. during the early part of the 1860s by William A, Davis,

During the war Mid\\'ay witne$sed sc\'eral sh~!:r it is the home of Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Wilson today.
skirmishes and then sheltered the wounded of both sidcs. Buck Davis, as he was more generally known, married
It served as headquarters for various commanding officers, Judith Rohertson Owen, the daughter of Everett Owen
and its grounds hecame the final resting place for at least whose fine, brick home was nearhy. The Davises \\'crc I
one Federal st1ldier. During those grim days, Captain living here when, late one autumn evening in 1865, a lo:1e
Joseph Harris. whose mother was a niece of Lysander horseman stopped and asked sheller for the night. He
'\~cGavock, and who had grown up at Mid\\'ay with his introduced himself as Ashley Rozell and said that his
sisler after their mother's death. managed .to slip home home was on "tones River in Smyrn:l near t~ Sam Da\'is
for a fc\\' day's visit, He ,,.as captured and imprisoned in residence. As he talked with his host beforc retiring, he
Ohio until his father. a Federal officer, could 'ecure his mentioned that he was on his way to Franklin where he

..1 1 ., ..



:':'E:",;

54 HISTORIC WILLIAMSON COUNTY

wished to purchase an estate the next day. Mr. Davis said tiful antiques which were sold for division among the
that if suitable terms could be arranged he would be heirs. It was bought at that auction by C. P. Wilson.
willing to sell his place and instead of going to Franklin Mountview was built of bricks made on the place; its
the next morning, Mr. Rozell retllrned to Smyrna the new hand carvcd white columns rise in beautiful simplicity to
owner of Mountview. The Davises moved to the old support the roof and second story porch of the portico.
Hightower house on Wilson Pike, long a weilknown land- The Wilsons made some changes for the sake of con-
mark which recently burned. vcnience. The outside kitchen, which was still in use when

The Rozells were of French Huguenot blood whosc they bought it, was joined to the main house with a long
ancestors had fled to America to escape religious pcrsecu- porch and became a recreation room. Plain glass replaced
tion. Thev first settled in Baltimore but gradually drifted the old red and blue panes at the doorway. A graceful
southward. Solomon Rozell, born in 1757, was living in circular staircase rises to the upper story from the back
North Carolina when he married in 1800. He had cmi- of the hall; another staircase in the rear of the house was
grated to West Tennessee by 1820 when that section was added for a second access to the upstairs. Today the home
nothing more than towering forests and endless strctchcs is completely adapted to modern living yet keeps its aura
of canebrakes inhabited b~' Indians and wild beasts. of the past carefully wrapped around it.

By hard work and his great skill as a woodsman and Mountview has led a relatively tranquil existance except
trader, Mr. Rozell wrested a considerable fortune from for the War years when it saw more history in a few
the wilderness, and before he died in 1856 owned 1500 weeks than most places see in a lifetime. Schofield'~ army
acres in and around Memphis. A street and school in that hastened past its aloof facade that December dawn after
city bear his name today. both heing located near the site the ghastly day before at Franklin. Later, what was ~eft
of his home. of Hood's army went by ragged and hungry, yet with

His son, Ashley Bascom Rozell, was born in South spirits undaunted and battle flags snapping in the cold
Carolina, June II, 1802. As a very young man he began wind.
the study of the ministry and in 1822 was admitted on It heard the thunder of cannon at Nashville, and as
trial to the Sandy River Forked Deer District of the silence gradually fell, remnants of the Confederate units
Methodist Episcopal Church. He became a full minister in came straggling past, retracing in defeat the path they had
1825 and served as a circuit rider in Middle Tennessee for so jauntily trod a fe\" days before. In the cold, slanting
ycars being widely known. rain, amidst the welter of cavalry, caissons, supply wagons,

In 11:i28, he married Margaret Ralston, the daughter of ambulances creaking under the weight of the wounded,
Major Alexandcr Ralston. She died within two years, and and infantry in full retreat along the muddy pike, rode an
in 1832 Mr. Rozell married Henrietta Burnett Nelson, the abject officer with the stars of a general on his collar.
young widow of Pleasant Nelson and daughter of Brooken With hanging head and mournful eyes he scarcely looked
Burnett of Rutherford County. They became the parents right or left, hut, painfully balanced against his one leg
of five children: Mar~', Logan, Ruford, Martha, and and holding the reins with his one good arm, seemed lost
Ashley, Jr. in melancholy. This was John Bell Hood riding past

After her death, Mr. Rozell married in 1846 Martha Mountview with one of the last hopes of the Confederacy
Ann Chambers the daughter of Thomas and Nancv dead behind him and his reputation as a leader in shreds.
Chambers of Virginia. Sh; was the mother of four chii- But time has a way of closing over every aspect of
dren: William, Henrietta, Lockey, and Lizzie. human life. The tragedie!; and joys of one generation are

Although Mr. Rozell retired from the ministry he never either forgotten or unkn\\wn in the next. Today, Mount-
lost his religious interests and connections. He was in- view lives in the present, cognizant of its past, but dedi-
strumental in foundin(T the Brentwood Methodist Church cated to being a useful home as it has heen for over :I
and kept a deep conce~ for all the places he had prcached hundred years.
when a circuit rider. In his will he directed that $5,000
go to the Methodist Episcopal Church South to be known ~ If"

I das the Rozell Fund in memor)' of his 'sainted father who lY.lOOre an
was a liberal supporter of the church.' Trustees were to
be nominated hy the presiding bishop and elected by the The land on which thi, beautiful home is located wa~
Tennessee Annual Conference with the interest to be a land grant to General Robert Irvin in 1785 for his
collected by them and spent on mission work. Revolutionary services. His daughter Eleanor married

Ashley Rozell was a man of considerable wealth at the James Moore who later emigrated from North Carolina
time of his death in 1886. He owned 1640 acres in and settled on this property when it was still part of
Arkansas, 110 acres in Memphis lots, and a large acreage Davidson County. An old stone house already built on
in Texas in addition to his property at Brentwood. In. additional land purchased by James Moore after his arri\'al
1877, he had bought eighty-two acres joining Mountview here served as a home for the Moore family. Hardly had
on the north from Mrs. Thomas F. Moulton. This place they gotten settled before Eleanor Moore died of typhoid
he left to his daughter, Lockey, who had married William fever in 1809 leaving a houseful of small children. She was
Nathaniel Murray. His other holdings \Vere divided out buried near Liberty Hill Church, but since her tombstone
among his children with the homeplace. after his wife's has disappeared the exact place is unknown.
death, going to Ashley Rozell, Jr. who lived there with James Moore married Sarah Alfred in 1810 and mnved
his wife, the former Emma Sangster of Brownsville, Tenn. from the rock house east of Wilson Pike to a log cabin in

The old place remained in the family until it went under the yard where the main house was later .constructed by
the hammer May 28, 1924, along with many of the beau- his eldest son. Rocks used in the foundation of the log

-
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MOUNTVIEW "

Hardwood pine flooring

Empire furnishings 1800-1840
Victorian furnishings

FOYER
2 pieces of wavecrest porcelain are located on the high petticoat table
Oriental rug is approximately 120 years old
The bronze sculpture is a Remington copy as is the Madonna and Child painting by
Raffael

The Argon brass lamps are original
The sofa under the staircase is original to the house
There is also a small round paper mache table and a wine cellaret

LIVING ROOM
Original pieces to the home include the mirror over the mantle and the two loveseats
The tea cart is an unusual piece of furniture, it has 2 round indentions which were used

for tea and water pitchers

DEN
1830 Plantation desk from Holtland Hall located in Brentwood

DINING ROOM
Mirror from Holtland Hall
The triple pedestal Empire table dates back to 1820, it's made of mahogany
The chairs date to 1835
The mirrored sideboard dates back to the 1830's and displays a Wavecrest porcelain jar

and vases dating prior to 1990
It also contains a wine cabinet and Federal clock

SUN ROOM/KITCHEN
Originally a back porch
Remodeled in 1976
Sugar Chest and Wardrobe date to 1860
When exiting the kitchen one can see a cistern pump and the original kitchen which is

attached to the screened porch
The original smoke house is located across from the kitchen

2ND FLOOR FOYER
Rich in family history
1920 photo of present owners grandfather and grandmother
It also contains a butler's desk

MASTER BEDROOM
1830 Empire plantation bed and trundle bed (Holtland Hall) .
Walnut Wardrobe dating 1855-1860 (Holtland Hall)
Empire wig dresser
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Ceiling fixture has an Astra1lamp shade
Argon lamps are located on the mantle
2ND BEDROOM .

Period Wallpaper
Sleigh bed

BATHROOM
New York barber's sink dating to 1895
Tiffany's 1900 curling iron is heated by burning alcohol

3RD BEDROOM
1830's 1/2 Teester bed made of rosewood
Victorian sofa
Empire table made of mahogany
Empire washstand and table
Mahogany chairs whith horsehide covering
Tea stand came from Belle Meade Plantation auction

4n1 BEDROOM
Bed dating to 1850
Sheraton wash stand
Present owners great grandmother and great grandfather's pictures

The step ups in the bedrooms were used to store the chamber pots
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J n 0 c011l11ll/nity known for its wealth of l(TrJe~)' ,~ideJlI'.e.\", O'Wl/tfS of onl'-ofo-ki1w mon01S li-rJe 0 lessoll in histo1Jl.

rn1ere's No Place Like Home

Many of BrentWood's mansions so:, ,chow survived tile ravages j typical of homes of the l)eriod.
of the Ci\;! War, but tile plantations th.:y represented were abol- j \\'itilin foll": years of itS completion, Mount\.ic\v was purchased
ished along \\,ith the way of life tile)' represented. Mter the rum j by Ashley Ro7.e1l. According to BrentWood Historian 1-: Vance
of this cenrul"')~ however, the samc families whose namcs are syn- j Little, R07.e11 ,\'as a Methodist minister on horseback ,vho had
onymous \VitIl BrentWood's progress moved in and restored the j stopped at tI\C residencc seeking lodging for tile night. rille min-
area's v:lIuable cache of old homes. ; ister had OC<:i i en roure to Franklin to buv an cstate tIlere, butMount\'iew is one of the most magniticent of thosc homes stil: ~ changed his mind while visiting Mount\rie'~', "

towering over the Brent\\,ood landscape, j r .. .A I ." I" f bell h ' IF kl .: Inus, Rozell and his faml!' became Brenrn'ood resIdentS, and
c asslc examp e 0 ante urn arc Itecture t le ran II i:. . .

. " " .; promment members of the community for more than 60 years.

Road maruJr IS the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ra) Bell. Completed m : R IIh lperl l" d h B -_.J U . d ~ 1 tI od-
Ch I,. ': 07.e e loun t e rent\\'('UU nlte l' e lISt Urcl,

1861, the (,reek Revival ho:ne has porches floored \\'1th cedar: d I' d ' ~ l ' .1I ' d h .
1886 Th I. - . . : an t,'e m J\ ount\'le,\' lIntl lIS eat m . e 10me

and IS bullr ,vlth bnck... made on the propert)' as the house was: . d . . R II r .1 .11924 h C n '11:1be. b 'I : remame In the oze laml v untl , w en .1-. v\ I $onP ur-mg UI r. ;. . "

0 .. II th h f \\ 1:II ' A d J d . 1 R be r\.. : chased the home and added baths, a second StaIrcase and con-
ngma)' e orne 0 I lam an u It \ 0 ltSon V\\'en: d th k. h h .

h0 . h h ' b .Id. k I d k. h : necte c ItC en to t e main ouse.
a,'lS, t e orne s out UI mgs, smo -e lOUse an ,tC en are;

intact. A graceful cip::ular staircase s\\;n!,,'S through MountView's j \\'ilson \\'as a magistrate to the Quarterly Court of%li:amson
main hall. \\'here t\\.in parlors sho\v the II-foot t.'Cilings, deep j u,unry for several )'ears, and his heirs owned the mansion until
ba...cboards and door frames, and thc extensive, elegant mill \\'ork 1 Bcll purchased it in 1980.

B~ '89/59



~'C

.
-. ..' ""-'."

~.Wed.-d8Y.~""-30.1992'CLOU.I'

COMMUNITY NEWS .
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3rentwood's historic Mountview to be on Tour of Homes
,CI;tus Sickler/State Writer

BR~"lWOOD - Mountview,

~ted on Franklin Road, was
~t likely one of the last homes
,ilt in this area prior to the Civil
ar and will be part of Historic

'cntwood's Tour of Homes on

.:t. 3 and 4.

In 1976, Ray Bell bought the
'use and furnished it with pieces
)m the time the house was built,

cluding scvcn pieces belonging
the builder of the antebellum

'me, William A. (Buck) Davis.

"I like old homes, and when
IS house came on the market, I

IS lucky enough to make it [the
Ircha5e of the home] happen,"
:11 said. "I'm proud of every. R "- II 1 I H t h. h.

h . h " ay"",are,..lmNO,nll'

'ng In t IS ouse. Monlview, one 01 the houses lellt

Bcll said he found many of the in the Brenlwood Tour 01 Ho
riod furnishings at the Nash- Above: the Itairway and h8~
Ic Flea Market and at antique Monlview. Left,. ~ of t~ I"
'res from Alaooma to Kentuc- :~s ~~ paIntIng on dlopls'

IINA ~OI~

"This was the last antcbellum
me built beforc the Civil War
far as I know:' Bell said.

I\=ding to Virginia Bow-
..ns Historic Williamson OJun-
Old Homes and Sites, Davis

!d the house to Ashley Rozell. -'r -- . '

On a wall u~tairs, Bell has a
.med copy of an auction ad.
,tisement when the Rozelle
nily sold the property in 1924.

Bell said very little has chang~
the exterior of the house since

0: 1900s except that the bushes
: larger.

"Fall is my favorite time of the
..r to be here. You dont have to
rend on air conditioning. The
rches draw sowell that it's real.
XJOI:' he said. :

Bell said he usually opens the!
u.~e several times a year for var. I

IS things and has been on the
cntwood tour before.

Tickets for the tour are $8 in
vance and $10 the day of the
Ir. Proceeds will be tLo;ed to
1ve and restore a historic home
Crockett Park. For more infor-
Ition, call Linda Lynch 37l-60. . .
Othcr historic buildin~ on the

Ir are: Mooreland, Buchanan,
'USe, Woodmere and Owen's
apel Church of Christ.

I
This year's tour also includes
() new homes to represent to-
y's Brentwood: Jade and Bob
rorrs home and Dixie and;In Watt's home. Both of the i Marking the way - L :~u.S..1I .
mcs are built on land that was \ Dixie Watts lends Bob Williams a hand as he erects signs for this weekend's tour 01 homes sponsored by the !
I!inally part of Mountview. . Br@ntwood Historic Trust. For additional Information, see Page 3A -- I~



TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

701 BROADWAY ~~

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37219-5237
615/742-6716

January 12, 1987

Charles Ray Bell
913 Franklin Road
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

Dear ~1r. Bell:

I take great pleasure in sending you this official notification that
Mountview, 913 Franklin Road, Brentwood has, upon the nomination of
this office, been placed in the National Register of Historic Places
by the National Park Service of the United States Department of the
Interior on November 20,1986.

Enclosed is a sheet explaining the results of listing on the National
Register for historic properties.

The State of Tennessee shares the pride we hope you feel resulting
from this recognition. Please contact me if this office can be of any
assistance to you.

Sincerely ~/

Heltfc', Harper,
Executive Director and
Deputy State Historic

Preservation Officer

HLH:jd
Enclosures

xc: Robert A. Ring, County Executive, ~Jilliamson County.Courthouse,
Franklin, Tennessee 37064

T. t.1ack Blackburn, Mayor, P.O. Box 788, Brentwood, Tennessee 37027
County Historian: Mrs. Joe Bowman, Lewisburg Pike, Franklin,
Tennessee 37064

~~~~~ .~ f ~;;':f
f ~ J.", ~Ff!",.~i~;;;~c' "i;'- .: c' , I,'~c c'
,oJ; f; ,,",",' ".,,~;

,.~.~~~~-" '~:.t~d~~,_~



RESULTS OF LISTING IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
OF HISTORIC PLACES

Eligibility for Federal Tax Provisions: If a property is
listed in the National Register, certain Federal tax pro-
visions may apply. The Tax Reform Act of 1986 revises the
historic preservation tax incentives authorized by Congress
in the Tax Reform Act of 1976, the Revenue Act of 1978, the
Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980, the Economic Recovery
Tax Act of 1981, and Tax Reform Act of 1984, and as of
January 1, 1987, provides for a 20 percent investment tax
credit with a full adjustment to basis for rehabilitating
historic commercial, industrial, and rental -residential
buildings. The former 15 percent and 20 percent Investment
Tax Credits (ITCs) for rehabilitations of older commercial
buildings are combined into a single 10 percent ITC for
commercial or industrial buildings built before 1936. The
Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980 provides Federal tax
deductions for charitable contributions for conservation
purposes of partial interests in historically important land
areas or structures. Whether these provisions are
advantageous to a property owner is dependent upon the
particular circumstances of the property and the owner.
Because tax aspects outlined above are complex, individuals
should consult legal counselor the appropriate local
Internal Revenue Service office for assistance in
determining the tax consequences of the above provisions.
For further information on certification requirements,
please refer to 36 CFR 67.

Consideration in Planning for Federal, Federally Licensed,
and Federally Assisted Projects: Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires that
Federal agencies allow for the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation to have an opportunity to comment on all
projects affecting historic properties listed in the
National Register. For further information, please refer to
36 CFR 800. ,/

Consider.ation in Issuing a Surface Coal Mining Permit: In
accordance with the Surface Mining and Control Act of 1977,
there must be consideration of historic values in the
decision to issue a surface coal mining permit where coal is
located. For further information, please refer to 30 CFR 700

!! ~.
Qualification for Federal Grants for Historic Preservation
When Funds are Available: Presently, funding is
unavailable.
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, ,. Mf. View Has

I (From Page 1-F)

tographer Terry Tomlin vIsit-

ed Mountvie\v in late No-

- vember.

The clover that nestled thick-

ly In cushions of grass has

liince shriveled under \"inter

frosts, but the buds of the

lilac hedge \vill continue to fat-

ten evcn in \\inter sun's thin

r warmth.

i The garden plot is just as It

: \Vas in other years, handy to

i the kitchcn but separated from

! the grass lawn by its lilac ro\v

i planted long ago. Once it ,vas

, divided by a \valk\vay through

i its center, alon~ 'vhose edges

daffodils blo,?med faithfully i

spring after sprinir.

The garden path and the

hardy bulbs have been t,akcn

up, but the deep riCh soil of

the garden pJot continucs to

furnish vegetables for. the

table...

One the day of our visit WiI-

~on's employe, Alcc Cunning--

ham ,vas plo\"ing the plot, fol-

lo\'ing the mules along the

deeply turned ground where

I the last of the turnips had just

II been dug. "We do everythIng

tfleold-timey \vay here," he

said.

IIn the yard cold December i "'inds ruffle the cedars. dark,

I ancient and secret ','hich \vith

the house, forms a staunch

I link bet ,veen Decembers sepa-

I rate~ by a hundred _y.ear.~: ~i
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